Cocaine-induced wide complex dysrhythmia.
Cocaine is a local anesthetic with the potential to induce dysrhythmia due to direct myocardial sodium channel antagonism similar to class I antidysrhythmic drugs. The hallmark of myocardial sodium channel poisoning is wide complex dysrhythmia, and the current accepted treatment is intravenous bicarbonate. Wide complex dysrhythmio due to cocaine in the absence of myocardial infarction is rare, and optimum management is undefined. We report three cases of acute cocaine intoxicating during which patients developed wide complex dysrhythmia consistent with sodium channel poisoning. In one case, wide complex tachycardia resolved without direct treatment. In the other cases, wide complex dysrhythmia resolved following intravenous bicarbonate therapy directed at reversing sodium channel blockade.